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Concierge /  
General Enquiries 6554 2350

Multi-Purpose Hall /
Banquet Hall / Auditorium /
Dance Studio / 
Meeting Rooms / Atrium

6550 2121 / 6550 2112

Membership 6550 2114 / 6550 2120

Club Events 6550 2115 

MEMBER FACILITIES

Gym 6550 2128

Spa 6550 2128

Member Room 6550 2128

Swimming Pool 6550 2128

Activity Room 6550 2128

Mahjong Room  
Booking

6554 2350

Massage Booking 6554 2350

Table Tennis 6554 2350

FOOD & BEVERAGE

Common Folks  
10am to 10pm daily

9237 6650

Muslim Delights  
11am to 7pm daily,  
closed on Mondays

8121 2286

Imperial Court  
11am to 10pm daily  6553 2777

ENTERTAINMENT

7th Heaven KTV  
3pm to 2am daily

6458 5026

CHILDCARE CENTRES

Pat’s Schoolhouse  
7am to 7pm, Mon-Fri

6459 2382

Brighton’s Montessori  
7am to 7pm, Mon-Fri

6455 8830

Learning Vision  
7am to 7pm, Mon-Fri

6459 9653

FITNESS

Soul Fit 
8am to 10pm, Mon-Sat

92354789 / 91699306
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MESSAGE BY

Tender Committee

Dear Members,
Greeting from Grassroots’ Club’s Tender Committee!   

As Chairman of the Tender Committee, it is our duties and responsibilities to 
ensure all tenders are carried out strictly in accordance with our Club’s financial 
procedures.  

Our 3 key principles in calling tenders are:

1.	Fair and Open Competition, 
2.	Transparency, and
3.	Value for Money

Tender Committee will try our best to balance the 3 principles to ensure our Club 
and Members will receive the best deal.  We also focus on continuous review and 
enhancement of Club’s procurement financial procedures as well as evaluation of 
tender procedures.

As we celebrate our National Day this month, we are also celebrating our 
Singapore Bicentennial which is 200 years of history since the founding of 
Singapore by Sir Stamford Raffles in 1819. Let us together reflect on our past 
and express gratitude to our pioneers who have contributed to the success of 
Singapore today.

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Management 
Committee members for their full cooperation and assistance rendered to my 
Committee.
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MESSAGE

RECIPROCAL CLUBS
	 CHANGI BEACH CLUB 

No. 2 Andover Road  
Singapore 509984 
Tel: 6546 5215 l Fax: 6545 6883  
www.changibc.org.sg

	 ORCHID COUNTRY CLUB 
1 Orchid Club Road  
Singapore 769162 
Tel: 6755 9811 l Fax: 6755 8874  
www.orchidclub.com

	 THE ARENA COUNTRY CLUB 
511 Upper Jurong Road  
Singapore 638366 
Tel: 6897 9997 l Fax: 6897 8778   
www.arenaclub.com.sg

	 THE MALACCA CLUB 
New Townhouse: 
No. 18, 5th Floor  
Jalan Syed Abdul Aziz,  
75000 Melaka 
Tel: 06-282 4940 / 284 2488 /  
283 3518 
Fax: 06-284 8303 
www.malaccaclub.com.my

	 ROTUNDA 
Jalan Kampung Hailam,  
Tanjung Kling,  
76400 Melaka 
Tel: 06-351 1543 / 351 1544 
Fax: 06-351 6309

For detailed privileges at our 
reciprocal clubs, please visit 
http://www.grassrootsclub.org.sg/
membership/affiliated-club-privileges/

Greetings to all members and welcome to 
the latest issue of Grassroots With Passion!  
We had our 27th Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on 26 July 2019.  After the AGM, 
members indulged in a delicious 8-course 
sit down dinner with stage performances 
and games.  Everyone had a great time and 
friendships were deepened. Turn to page 8 
to recap the joyous evening.

The Singapore Bicentennial in 2019 marks 
the 200th anniversary of Sir Stamford 
Raffles’ arrival in Singapore. Read what this 
is all about and why we are commemorating 
it on page 4.

Deepavali, one of the major cultural festivals 
in Singapore, falls on 27 October this year. To 

know what Deepavali is about and what goes on during this festival, turn to 
page 6 to find out more.

Take a break from work, let your hair down and recharge at the Live Band 
Performance happening on the second Friday of every alternate month at 
The Grassroots’ Club (TGC) Atrium.  To all lovers of cinema, TGC is going to 
have the first movie screening on the first and last Friday of every alternate 
month.  More information can be found in this magazine on page 10.

As you know, TGC is constantly reaching out to Grassroots Leaders to meet 
their social, educational, recreational and development needs. Our Vision 
is to be the Club of choice for grassroots leaders in Singapore.  To increase 
outreach to more Grassroots Leaders, the Membership and Social Committee 
has rolled out a Membership Referral Programme for our members!  More 
information can be found in this magazine on page 11.

Specially curated for our valued members, turn to page 12 to see the 
membership discount privileges that are in store for you.  Do you know that 
TGC is now on WhatsApp?  Subscribe to TGC WhatsApp to get the latest 
exclusive news, updates, special deals and discounts at the tips of your 
fingers!  Steps on how to subscribe to TGC WhatsApp can be found on page 
10. You can also like us on Facebook to stay up to date.

On behalf of The Grassroots’ Club Management Committee and TGC staff, I 
would like to wish all of you a Happy Deepavali and many good returns! We 
very much look forward to seeing you at the Club!

Miss Ng Liza
Editor,
Honorary Assistant Secretary
The Grassroots’ Club
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Ms Pee Lay Lay
Mr Alvin Tan Wei Han
Mr Ng Lam Hwa
Mr Toh Kim Bock
Mr Chua Yeow Teng Philip
Mdm Zhang Xinyu
Mr Tan Ying Peng
Mr Derrick Tan Kok Heng
Mr Lim Thean Ee, BBM
Mdm Liew Swee Lan
Mdm Liu Pei

Mr Teo Szih Ming
Mr Zhang Zhibing
Mdm Tan Lay Choo
Mr Xu Jia Sheng
Mr Chua Jin Seng
Ms Mathujitha Sankaran
Mdm Tan Hoo Hoon
Mr Malur Sridhar Balaji
Mr Lee Quek Hin
Mr Dharambir Bharti
Mr Li Hong

MEMBER
AT CLUB 
OUTLETS

Level 1 	 Pat’s Schoolhouse Tel: 6459 2382
	 10% discount off monthly fees @ TGC

	 Common Folks Tel: 9237 6650
	 10% discount on a la carte menu

	 Muslim Delights Tel: 96330261
	 10% discount on a la carte menu

	 Soul Fit Tel: 92354789
	 20% discount on all classes

Level 2 	 Brighton Montessori Tel: 6455 8830
	 10% discount off monthly fees @ TGC

Level 3 	 Imperial Court Pte Ltd Tel: 6553 2777
	 20% discount on a la carte menu

	 Learning Vision@TGC Tel: 6459 9653
	 20% discount off monthly fees @ TGC	

Level 4 	 7th Heaven KTV Tel: 6458 5026
	 20% discount except for beer during Happy Hour

Mr Muhammad Fairuz Bin Salim
Ms Lee Choon Lan
Ms Kang Geok Chin
Mr Ng Kok Wah
Mr Clarence Ng Kai Lun
Mr Ernest Tan Peng Ern
Mr Faris Bin Ridzuan
Mdm Tay Geok Chin
Ms Zhou Fan

Welcome
To Our New Members
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What is the Singapore Bicentennial about?

2019 marks the 200th anniversary of Stamford Raffles’ arrival in Singapore.

But our story did not start in 1819. It started more than 700 years ago in 1299.

The Singapore Bicentennial looks at our journey before and after Raffles. While the arrival of Raffles 
in 1819 was a key turning point that set us on a new trajectory, there is a lot more to our longer 
history to discover. 

1819 was the year that Stamford Raffles, along with William Farquhar, arrived in Singapore. They 
established Singapore as a free port with an open city to take advantage of our natural geography 

along regional and global trade routes. Many came to our shores and built their lives here, including 
different communities from the Malay Archipelago, Indonesia, China, India, the Middle East and 

Europe. Many people joined us at different times and contributed to what makes us who we are today. 

Throughout the colonial period, we were never governed as part of Malaya. Though we didn’t know it 
then, the last 200 years made us so different that we had to chart our own path in 1965.

Why are we commemorating it?

The Singapore Bicentennial is not a celebration but a time to reflect on what our past can tell us about 
ourselves today and help us find our way in the future.

We live in a rapidly changing and troubled world, and it is amidst these uncertainties that we commemorate the 
Singapore Bicentennial. We encourage all Singaporeans to reflect on the traits of openness, multiculturalism 

and self-determination that have evolved with us throughout our 700-year history and are now embedded in 
the Singaporean DNA. They could be the key to facing our challenges today, and charting our future tomorrow.

The Singapore
  Bicentennial
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Openness – We have always been open to trade, people, cultures, 
technology, and more, and that kept us very much connected to 
the region and the world. As people arrived over the centuries to 
trade, work and live, we thrived and grew.

Multiculturalism – We were always made up of different 
communities who came out of necessity or opportunity. People 
of many cultures came, shared their traditions and food, which 
resulted in our diverse, multicultural society today.

Self-determination – We have been fought over by regional 
and global powers. We have also faced many challenges in our 
history. Yet individuals, communities and, finally, our nation have 
risen in the spirit of enterprise and self-determination to chart 
our destiny.

These three traits have led us to evolve from just a place with a 
great location to a people with a unique identity. 

“From Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial 
Experience”

“From Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial Experience” 
is the centrepiece event of the bicentennial year. A two-part 
showcase, it takes visitors back in time to witness key moments 
in Singapore’s 700-year history. Set in the historic Fort Canning 
Park, The Bicentennial Experience comprises an indoor 
multimedia, immersive journey called Time Traveller, and an 
outdoor exploratory trail featuring eight interactive pavilions 
and installations called Pathfinder.

The Bicentennial Experience is open to the public from 1 June 
to 15 September 2019. Since its opening, visitors have shared 
glowing reviews of the showcase. Survey findings consistently 
show over 95 per cent of visitors rating The Bicentennial 
Experience a positive one, with over 92 per cent indicating that 
they will recommend it to others.

Tickets are free and available for booking online at www.
bicentennial.sg/the-bicentennial-experience. For bookings 
of groups of more than 12, please write to hello.ticketing@
kingsmen-int.com

The showcase runs daily from 9am – 9pm and there are free 
shuttle buses easily available for improved accessibility. More 
information is available on the website. The narration in the Time 
Traveller is in English, with vernacular audio guides available in 
Mandarin, Malay and Tamil (subject to availability). 

Author: Singapore Bicentennial Office     Photos: Kingsmen Exhibits Pte Ltd
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Embrace the festive spirit with this handy guide

Taking place on Sunday, 27 October, this year, Deepavali is celebrated 
by Hindus, Sikhs and Jains (and certain Buddhists) the world over. The 
festival is marked by, among other things, the lighting of oil lamps, visits 
to bazaars and the decorating of homes with rangoli (made of coloured 
rice, flour or sand), which have spiritual significance and are believed 
to bring good luck. All are welcome to join in the festivities that come 
with Deepavali, and to make sure you get the full experience, here are 
ten things you should know about the religious holiday.

What does “Deepavali” mean?

The name “Deepavali” 
comes from the Sanskrit 
“dipavali”, which 
means “row of lights”. 
Indeed, lights feature 
prominently in this 
festival – commonly 
referred to as the Festival 
of Lights – in the form of the 
flickering flames of oil lamps (or diya) and in the vibrant lights that adorn homes and busy streets during the festive season. 

What is the significance of Deepavali?

Deepavali is a celebration of the triumph of light over darkness – of good over evil. The lighting of diya is symbolic of this 
victory, with darkness defeated by a light that represents purity, goodness and luck. The specifics of the celebration vary 
from community to community, with a number of deities venerated, including the goddess of wealth, Lakshmi. Deepavali 
is not the Indian New Year’s Day.

Deepavali
10 Things about

you always wanted to know

Grassroots with passion6



What’s the difference between Deepavali and Diwali?

“Deepavali” is how the festival is referred to by South Indians and “Diwali” is how North Indians refer to it. As previously 
mentioned, there are regional differences when it comes to Deepavali or Diwali festivities, but the overarching theme 
remains the same – light winning out over darkness.

Why does the date of Deepavali change every year?

Deepavali celebrations take place over five days, beginning on Dhanteras, the 13th lunar day of Krishna Paksha, which 
falls during the month of Ashwin on the Hindu calendar (typically corresponding with the Gregorian calendar months 
of September and October). Festivities continue into the month of Kartika. As the main day of Deepavali corresponds 
with the new moon during Kartika, the date of the festival will change from year to year.

How is Deepavali celebrated by Singaporeans at home?

Visits to the homes of family members and friends are commonplace, where card games and the exchange of gifts 
take place. Festive meals are enjoyed, which are well-earned after the spring cleaning that is also associated with 
Deepavali.

How should I wish my friends who are celebrating?

“Happy Deepavali” is a perfectly fine greeting, but you can also go with “Shubh Deepavali”, which is wishing your 
friends an auspicious Deepavali.

Where can I go to soak up the atmosphere of Deepavali?

Little India is, of course, the place to be come this time of year. While the main thoroughfare of Serangoon Road 
will be illuminated by more than a million lights, the festive spirit can be found in every nook and cranny of 

this neighbourhood. Be sure to pay a visit to Sri Veeramakaliamman Temple and Sri Srinivasa Perumal 
Temple and take the opportunity to stop by the Indian Heritage Centre on Campbell Lane, where five 
permanent galleries explore the history and contributions of the Indian and South Asian communities in 
the region.

What are some of the highlights of Deepavali in Singapore?

The light-up ceremony is the first highlight on the calendar, taking place about a month before 
Deepavali itself. Do also keep a lookout for live performances and other activities taking place in the 
area. In 2018, the line-up included storytelling sessions, dance performances, culinary workshops and 
the opportunity to play folk games such as pachisi.

The Silver Chariot procession, which takes place twice prior to Deepavali, is also a must-see. 
During the procession, a chariot carrying an image of the deity Sri Drowpathai Amman is towed 
from Sri Mariamman Temple in Chinatown to Little India. This trip between enclaves is a great 

emblem of Singapore’s cultural diversity, as is the fact that Little India’s famed Tekka Centre has a 
Hokkien name which translates as “the foot of the bamboo”.

What can I buy at the Deepavali Festival Village?

Spanning Campbell Lane and Hastings Road, the bazaar at the Deepavali Festival 
Village becomes the epicentre of activity in Little India for more than a month around 
Deepavali. You can look forward to browsing wares that include oil lamps, saris and 
kurtas, traditional snacks, jewellery, home décor and much more. Henna artists will 
also be working their magic at stalls in this space.

Where else is Deepavali celebrated?

Deepavali is celebrated around the world by the South Asian diaspora, but there are 
several countries where it is a major holiday. In addition to India and Singapore, Fiji, Guyana, 
Kenya (for Hindus), Malaysia, Mauritius, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Suriname and Trinidad & 
Tobago also observe the occasion.
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The Club’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on 26 July 2019, 7.30pm at TGC Auditorium.  Before the 
event started proper members had fun with the photo and game booths.  The meeting scheduled at 7.30pm 
was adjourned for half an hour, as there were only 173 voting members, which was insufficient to form the 
required quorum of 250 voting members. While waiting for the quorum, members enjoyed a performance 
from our Xinyao singers who sang some songs to take members through the interval.

Annual General 
Meeting 2019
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From now to 1st September 2019From now to 1st September 2019

The meeting started proper at 8.01pm with 193 voting members.	  

After the items on the Agenda were swiftly concluded, the key Management Committee members answered some 
questions from members from the floor. Members asked about the Club’s events, response mechanism to members’ 
feedback, recreational facilities as well as crowd control measures taken during events with large crowds.

After the conclusion of the AGM, members headed down to the Multi-Purpose Hall and enjoyed a 8-course sit-down 
dinner from Imperial Court.  Besides the food, members were also treated with a Fire Dance performance, as well as some 
stage and table games. 
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The Grassroots’ Club (TGC) is now on WhatsApp!

Come join us to get the latest updates and news at the tips of your fingers!

Here are simple steps to subscribe in:
1) Save TGC into your contact list @ 9150 7989
2) Send us a WhatsApp message with your name, number and “Subscribe”
E.g: John Tan, 98765432, Subscribe
3) Do allow us some time to process your request.
4) We will send you a confirmation message once it has been done.

To unsubscribr, you may delete our cobtact and send us an “Unsubscribr” message.

This is a no reply and free of charge service.
In accordance with the Personal Data Protection Act, TGC places emphasis in 
protecting your personal data.

If you have any queries or requests concerning your personal information, please 
email us at contactus@grassrootsclub.org.sg

The Management

WE ARE ON WhatsApp!
SUBSCRIBE TO RECEIVE OUR 

LATEST UPDATES AND NEWS AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
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Crystal Time 	
Enjoy 20% discount off the following range of watches at the selected stores:
•	 LUMINOX

Available at Tangs at Tang Plaza Level 3 and Vivo City Level 1, 
Robinsons The Hereen Level 4 and OG Orchard Point Level 1

•	 ARBUTUS
Available at Tangs at Tang Plaza Level 3 and Vivo City Level 1, 
Robinsons The Hereen Level 4 and OG Orchard Point Level 1

•	 CLAUDE BERNARD
Available at Tangs Vivo City Level 1, 
Robinsons The Hereen Level 4 and OG Orchard Point Level 1

•	 ELLE
OG Orchard Point

•	 LEE
OG Orchard Point

Promotion valid till 31 August 2019.

Capitol Optical 	
•	 25% off frames & sunglasses.
•	 15% off ophthalmic lenses.
•	 5% off contact lenses (With minimum purchase of 6 months’ supply).
•	 Complimentary eye health check (Prior appointment is required).
Promotion from 1 September 2018 onwards.

Luminous Dental Group	
•	 Special rates for TGC members. 
•	 Visit http://www.grassrootsclub.org.sg/membership/affiliated-club-privileges/ for more details.

Kenko Reflexology & Spa	
Enjoy 15% discount on a-la-carte services at all Kenko outlets:
•	 Foot Reflexology
•	 Shoulder and Head Massage
•	 Body Massage
•	 Spa Treatments
Promotion valid till 30 September 2019.

Ikeda Spa	
•	 20% off ala-carte spa treatment for the first time
•	 10% off ala-carte spa treatments for subsequent visits
•	 Birthday 1-for-1 Spa treats (During birthday month)
Promotion valid till 31 October 2019.

All Well Scoliosis Centre	
•	 10% off First Visit (Consultation & Treatment and 1 Free Treatment session) 
•	 20% off Single Treatment session
•	 30% off Package of 10 sessions
Promotion valid till 30 June 2022.

Ply Baked Goods 	
• 	 10% off with minimum spending of $10 in a single receipt.
Promotion valid till 30 June 2020.

Kontiki	
•	 15% off on a la carte menu.
Promotion valid till 30 June 2020.

F&B

RETAIL & SERVICES

TGC Partner Merchant Benefits
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Hallmark Physiotherapy	
Consultation and Treatment
•	 First visit at a special rate of $130
•	 Subsequent visits at a special rate of $120

Consultation only
•	 Enjoy 20% discount on your first visit and 10% discount on subsequent visits.
Promotion valid till 1 October 2019.

Ma Kuang Chinese Medicine & Research Centre	
•	 Present your TGC membership card to be entitled to a 10% OFF your total bill!
Promotion valid till 31 December 2019.

RETAIL & SERVICES

LIFESTYLE

HOSPITALITY

Boats, Boats and Boats Services (Private Yacht Charter)	
•	 12% off listed rates for Private Yacht Charter
Promotion valid till 30 April 2020.

Ryders Singapore (Wakeboarding)	
•	 $50 off for 3 hours booking (Usual: $390)
•	 Promotion includes wakeboarding equipment, coaching, and mineral water, ice and ice box.
Promotion valid till 30 April 2020.

Bay Hotel 	
•	 10% off Best Available Room Rates.
•	 20% off a la carte menu at Rumah Rasa
•	 10% off a la carte menu at Propeller
•	 10% off Merrier Hours Buffet at Propeller
Promotion valid till 31 August 2019.

Crowne Plaza Changi Airport	
•	 15% off Best Flexible Room Rates 
Promotion valid till 31 March 2020.

•	 TGC Members are allowed to sign-in up to 2 guests for complimentary access to the Member Room and Open 
Terrace.

•	 TGC Members are also allowed to sign-in up to 2 guests per visit to use TGC facilities such as the Member Spa 
Pool and Steam Room, Gym and Swimming Pool at $5 per guest per visit.

•	 TGC Members can sign-in unlimited guests to the Activity Room.

Rules & Regulations apply.

ENHANCED MEMBERSHIP PERK FOR TGC MEMBERS
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Sign up a TGC 
membership today
AND ENJOY THESE FACILITIES!

For updates or further information, please visit www.grassrootsclub.org.sg

for 5-year membership

$300
Members are allowed to sign-in 

2 guests to use the facilities


